FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

Director of Art Treasures, and his efficient collaborators, Senores
Giner and Bolivar, who had done so much in the two and a half
years of war to safeguard the treasures of the Prado, the Maids of
Honour left Spain for the first time since Veldzquez painted them
in thfc court of King Philip IV.

It was only after a long discussion with the representatives of the
Comitf Internationale that I succeeded in adding this last clause to
the signed document: "Ce re$u comportera Pengagement de ne
rendre, le jour oft la paix serd r&ablie en Espagne, les ceuvres et
les objets d'art confi& au Secr6taire-G6n6ral de la Socidt^ des
Nations, qu'au Gouvernement de PEspagne pour rester le bien
commun de la nation espagnole."*

The extent of Franco's debts to his Axis allies made this
condition one of vital necessity.

* "This receipt involves an obligation, once peace has been re-established in
Spain, to return the paintings and art objects entrusted to the Secretary-General
of the League of Nations, only to tiie Spanish Government, in order that they may
remain the property of the Spanish nation/1
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